


An inventory: an ecosystem map

Sampling: the art of determining the age of trees

Forestry technicians can tell how old a tree is without
cutting it down. To do this, they use a Pressler borer. This
instrument bores a narrow hole in the trunk to the centre
of the tree and removes a cylindrical sample called a
“core.” On the core can be seen divisions called “growth
rings.” This allows technicians to determine the tree’s age
without seriously harming it.

Four steps to knowing your forest:

1. Collect: gather information on the forests resources
using aerial and satellite photographs of the area, then
go into the field to validate and verify the data.

2. Record : use computers to integrate the data onto
georeferenced maps.

3. Plan : for each section of the territory, evaluate all
management or conservation options (harvesting, wildlife
reserve, recreational area, etc.) in order to meet public
needs while respecting the environment.

4. Decide : take the best course of action in order to
make use of the resources without exhausting them.
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