


Fire, a fearsome enemy

Lightning or human negligence?

Either through carelessness or negligence, people are
responsible for 70 percent of forest fires. However, it is
relatively easy to fight forest fires near inhabited areas. On
the other hand, fires started by lightning, while less
frequent, are often in remote areas and are more
damaging, accounting for nearly 90 percent of the area
that goes up in smoke every year.You can make a
difference by taking preventative measures. For example,
before you go into the forest, remember to take note of
the fire hazard level:

Moderate High

Low Extreme .

Fire season

Forest fires start most often in the spring, before the new
vegetation begins to grow. During this period, only a few
hours of sunshine is enough to dry out surface
combustibles, which makes the surrounding forest
extremely vulnerable to fires. Most of these fires are
caused by human activities and are brought under control
fairly easily. But when lightning begins to strike, it's a whole
other story...
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